Childrens' School of Liturgical Music 

Chorister 
Requirements: 
Musical 

1. The child will sing a hymn descant while the hymn is played on the piano. 

2. The child will sing at sight a diatonic melody with a modulation to the dominant. 

3. The child will clap at sight a simple piece in compound meter. 

4. The child will identify the key signatures for a, d and e minor, and determine at sight whether a piece is in Major or minor (up to 2 flats or sharps). 

5. The child will identify syncopation in a sample of music. 

Liturgical 

1. The child will name the principal liturgical books and the minister proper to each. 

2. The child will give the English for Kyrie, Gloria, Credo, Sanctus and Agnus Dei. 

3. The child will identify the two principal sequences in use by occasion, and sing one in Latin. 

4. The child will locate the “Offertory” properly in the liturgy. 

5. The child will identify the Triduum and the major actions of each liturgy in it. 

Scriptural 

1. The child will identify (or name) examples of historical, apocalyptic, liturgical, wisdom and letter types in the Bible. 

2. The child will give approximate dates for composition of Pauline letters, Mark and John. 

3. The child will identify the Gospels with genealogies, and compare with the beginnings of the remaining Gospels. 

4. The child will make some identification of apocryphal literature. 

5. The child will, given three psalm texts, distinguish between royal, praise and lament genres. 



Discussion 
The principal books used at Mass are the Sacramentary, which is used by the priest, the Lectionary, which is used by the lector, and the Gradual, which is used by the cantor. 

Five of the Ordinary parts of the liturgy used to be composed to music as a complete setting of the Mass. They were known (and often still are) by their Latin titles (Greek in the first case). “Kyrie” means “Lord”, from the Lord, Have Mercy. “Gloria” means “Glory”, as in Glory to God. “Credo” means “I believe”, from which the word “creed” derives. “Sanctus” means “Holy”, the Holy, Holy. “Agnus Dei” means Lamb of God. 

The two sequences most often used today are the Victimae Paschali for Easter and the Veni Sancte Spiritus for Pentecost. 

The idea of offering is an important one in worship. Primitive religions used to sacrifice animal or human offerings to a god. Christians offer money to support the activity of their church. But the term “offertory” has a special meaning, one which is not well understood, and that refers to the “offering” to God of the bread and wine to become the body and blood of Jesus. Thus, the offertory of the Mass actually takes place when the priest lifts the bread and wine and offers them to God. 

The term “Triduum” comes from the Latin for “three days”. Those days are Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. On Holy Thursday we wash feet, something never done otherwise during the liturgy. On Good Friday, we venerate (kiss) the cross, something which some people may do privately, but never everyone in church. On Easter Saturday we baptize adults who are joining the church. These three activities stand out during the Triduum as unique, and support the Triduum as the most important days of the Church’s year. 

The Bible contains within it various types of books. Some are quite historical, such as The Acts of the Apostles in the New Testament, and Samuel and Chronicles in the Old. Others are apocalyptic, focusing on the end of time. Such would include Daniel and the Revelation. The Psalms are songs that were actually used in worship, often in the temple, even in Jesus’ time. Wisdom literature included Proverbs, which is full of wise sayings. And the New Testament contains a number of letters, the largest number of them by Paul, to various churches, about how to be good Christians. 

Those letters are the earliest parts of the New Testament, written from about the year 50 A.D., or about 20 years after Jesus died. Approximately 20 years later, the first Gospel, that of Mark, was written. And another 20 or so years later, John’s Gospel was written, very nearly the last composition of the New Testament. 

Only two of the Gospels have Jesus’ genealogy or family tree, and they have different ones. Matthew begins his Gospel by tracing Jesus’ family history from Abraham, while Luke tells how Jesus’ family extends all the way back to Adam, but only after telling the story of Jesus’ birth. 

Mark, the oldest Gospel, skips the birth and family history of Jesus and begins immediately with John the Baptist grown up and preaching in the desert. John’s Gospel begins by quoting the beginning of the Old Testament, “In the beginning...”, and saying that Jesus was already God’s Word before the beginning. 

Apocryphal literature is writing that claims to be by someone but really isn’t. It is not really a lie, but simply a way to make you believe that it is true. The book of Daniel is very likely not really by Daniel, but tries to claim the authority of Daniel. 

The Psalms have different types, among them praise, lament and royal psalms. Royal psalms are easy to identify because they talk about the king. Laments are those that complain about problems, often asking God for help. And praise psalms use that very word in them. Sometimes, laments can have praise at the end, and of course royal psalms will often praise the king, and possibly God as well. 

