Childrens' School of Liturgical Music 

Musician 
Requirements: 
Musical 

1. The child will sing (solo) any choral work they have learned, with or without accompaniment, in tune and with good diction. 

2. The child will sing at sight a simple (2-bar) pentatonic melodic pattern. 

3. The child will identify and explain 4/4 and 3/4 meter. 

4. The child will identify the key signatures of D and Bb Major, and identify by hearing the major/minor tonality of two pieces heard for the first time. 

5. The child will sing a major scale and arpeggio. 

Liturgical 

1. The child will identify the normal ministers used at Mass and their roles. 

2. The child will distinguish between Ordinary and Proper (not necessarily exhaustively). 

3. The child will list the litanies of the Mass. 

4. The child will list the Acclamations at Mass. 

5. The child will explain the arrangement of the four Gospels in the Sunday lections. 

Scriptural 

1. The child will name at least two Old Testament prophets. 

2. The child will compare Luke and The Acts of the Apostles. 

3. The child will tell the story of Paul’s conversion, along with his former name and activity. 

4. The child will narrate the story of the Exodus. 

5. The child will identify the person(s) who first found the empty tomb. 



Discussion: 
First of the normal ministers at Mass is the priest, whose role is to supervise and direct the liturgy, but most especially to lead the prayers (in particular, the Eucharistic Prayer consecrating the bread and wine), and to read the Gospel (in the absence of a deacon) and to preach the homily. 

Other ministers assist the priest. Most obviously this would include the servers, boys or girls who enter with him, hold the book when he prays, and assist in preparing the table for communion or clearing it afterward. There are also adult ministers who clearly help the priest by giving out the bread and wine at communion. 

A lector (reader) reads the first two readings, and a cantor (singer) sings the psalm response and the Gospel acclamation. Cantors may also do other parts as needed, especially when they require singing. Ushers greet people, assist them in finding seats, make sure they receive any materials they need, and take p the collection. 

The Ordinary parts of the Mass are parts that do not change from week to week. They include the Lord, Have Mercy, the Glory to God, the Alleluia (but not its’ verse), the Creed, the Holy, Holy, the Memorial Acclamation and Great Amen, the Lord’s Prayer and Lamb of God. Proper parts are those which change from week to week such as the readings, prayers (other than the Eucharistic Prayer), songs, Responsorial Psalm, and Gospel Acclamation verse. 

Those parts of the Mass have various forms or structures. Two such forms are “acclamation” and “litany”. A litany is a form of dialogue, where one part usually stays the same, but the leaders part may change, as happens in the Petitions. The other two litanies at Mass have less change, as in the Lord, Have Mercy, where both parts change together, or the Lamb of God, which may have differing beginnings by the cantor if needed, but have only the change to “grant us peace” in the last response. 

Acclamations are essentially cheers, and all but one are quite short. The long one is the Holy, Holy, which includes the Hebrew cheer “Hosanna”, which was sung when Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. The short ones are The Alleluia (Gospel Acclamation), the Memorial Acclamation (Christ Has Died or another form), and the Great Amen at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer. 

The four Gospels are all used in the liturgy to give us a rich picture of Jesus. The three “synoptic” (same-seeing) Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke are used for a year each, beginning with Advent. But Mark is the shortest Gospel, so during the summer of its use stories from John are added. Also, since John is full of interpretation of Jesus’ life as the others are not, John is used for Christmas, Easter, and other main holy days. 

There are many prophets. Most of the books of the Old Testament are named after them. Some of the most famous are: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Elijah and Jonah. 

The beginnings of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles both indicate that they have the same author, because both are written to a person named “Theophilus”, to explain to him about the life and times of Jesus and the disciples. Luke’s Gospel ends with the Resurrection of Jesus and his Ascension into heaven. The Acts picks up with the apostles after the Ascension and tells what they did and said after Jesus was gone. So together, Luke and Acts make one person’s version of the beginnings of Christianity. 

Among the stories we hear in Acts is the story of Paul. Paul had been a good Jew named Saul, and, from the time when Stephen was stoned for believing in Jesus (when Saul held people’s robes so they wouldn’t get full of blood) he began to hunt Christians to turn them over to the authorities. On his way to Damascus in Syria with some friends for that very purpose he was blinded by a bright light which his friends did not see, and heard a voice ask him, “Saul, why are you attacking me?” His friends did not hear the voice either. But he was blinded by the light so they had to lead him into Damacus. In the city he went to stay with a Christian named Ananias who helped him regain his sight. The experience changed him into a Christian, and he changed his name to Paul so as not to scare Christians with his reputation. He became the greatest missionary the church has ever seen. 

The Exodus is the leaving of Egypt by the Israelites. They had lived there since Joseph had been sold as a slave by his brothers, but wound up in Egypt as the person who saved Egypt (and his family) from famine. After many years the Israelites had became slaves. Moses, although raised in the ruler’s house, was Jewish. God called him while he was out of Egypt and wanted for murder, telling him to lead the people out of slavery. When he went to Egypt, it required ten plagues or disasters for the Pharaoh to agree. The last of those disasters was the death of the oldest boy in every house that did not have lamb’s blood smeared on the door (which included Pharaoh’s). When the people got to the Red Sea, God opened the water so they could walk through, but turned it into a trap for the army of Pharaoh who had changed his mind about their release. The Egyptian army died in the water. 

John’s gospel gives us the only account of the discovery of the empty tomb of Jesus. He says that Mary Magdalene was on her way to the tomb on Easter morning to cover Jesus’ body with perfumed spices. She found the large stone moved and ran back to the city to tell the disciples. They didn’t believe her and went to see for themselves. The “Beloved Disciple” (who is not named) got to the tomb first, but waited for Peter to arrive and enter first. He then followed. They both found Jesus’ body gone, and the cloth that had wrapped the body was neatly arranged.

